GRASSROOT DEMOCRACY PART II: 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT IN RURAL AREAS
1. Gram Sabha
Meaning: The Gram Sabha is the general body of all adult members (18 years and above) living in a village.
It is the foundation of the Panchayati Raj System.
Composition: All adult residents of the village who have their names in the voter list.
Head: The Sarpanch is the head or presiding officer of the Gram Sabha.
Functions:
· Approves the plans and programmes of the Gram Panchayat.
· Reviews the work done by the Gram Panchayat.
· Decides how the village funds will be spent.
· Ensures proper use of money for development works.
· Identifies beneficiaries for government schemes.

2. Gram Panchayat
Meaning: The Gram Panchayat is the executive body that carries out the decisions of the Gram Sabha.
It looks after the daily administration of the village.
Composition:
· Members are elected directly by the villagers.
· The number of members depends on the population of the village.
· Includes a Sarpanch (head) and Panchs (members).
· The term is 5 years.
Head: The Sarpanch is the head of the Gram Panchayat.
· The Secretary is a government employee who helps the Sarpanch and keeps records.
Functions:
· Maintenance of village roads, wells, and ponds.
· Supply of clean drinking water.
· Sanitation and cleanliness.
· Organizing literacy and health programmes.
· Collection of local taxes.
· Implementing government schemes like rural employment, housing, etc.

3. Panchayat Samiti (Block or Taluka Level)
Meaning:
The Panchayat Samiti is the middle level of the Panchayati Raj System.
It connects the village panchayats with the district administration.
Composition:
· Members are elected from the villages within the block.
· Includes Block Development Officer (BDO), MLAs, MPs, and representatives of women and Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes.
Head:
· The Chairperson is the head of the Panchayat Samiti.
· The BDO acts as the executive officer.
Functions:
· Plans and coordinates development programmes for all Gram Panchayats in the block.
· Supervises the work of Gram Panchayats.
· Promotes agriculture, education, health, and cottage industries.
· Implements government schemes for rural development.

4. Zila Parishad (District Level)
Meaning: The Zila Parishad is the top tier of the Panchayati Raj System.
It works at the district level and coordinates the work of all Panchayat Samitis in the district.
Composition:
· Members are elected from all the blocks in the district.
· Includes MPs, MLAs, District Collector, and representatives of women and Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes.
Head:
· The President or Chairperson is the head of the Zila Parishad.
· The Chief Executive Officer (CEO), a government officer, helps in administration.
Functions:
· Approves district-level plans and development programmes.
· Provides funds to Panchayat Samitis.
· Supervises and coordinates their work.
· Maintains district roads, hospitals, and schools.
· Encourages agriculture, industry, and social welfare activities.
5. Child- Friendly Panchayat or Bal Panchayat 
Meaning : A Bal Panchayat is a children’s local self-government formed in schools or villages.
Objectives
· To make children aware of their rights and duties.
· To develop leadership qualities among children.
· To encourage teamwork, responsibility, and active citizenship.
· To promote cleanliness, education, health, and discipline in the school and neighborhood.
Functions 
· Spread awareness about education, hygiene, and social welfare.
· Help weaker students in their studies.
· Take part in school improvement activities.
· Encourage participation in sports and cultural events.

 



. Multiple Choice Questions (Unsolved)
Q1Assertion (A): The Gram Sabha controls the functioning of the Gram Panchayat.
Reason (R): The Gram Sabha includes all the adult members of the village.
(a) Both A and R are true, and R is the correct explanation of A
(b) Both A and R are true, but R is not the correct explanation of A
(c) A is true, but R is false
(d) A is false, but R is true

Q2.Assertion (A): The Zila Parishad supervises the work of Panchayat Samitis in the district.
Reason (R): The Zila Parishad works under the control of the Gram Panchayat.
(a) Both A and R are true, and R is the correct explanation of A
(b) Both A and R are true, but R is not the correct explanation of A
(c) A is true, but R is false
(d) A is false, but R is true

Q3. The villagers of Rampur noticed that the village pond was getting polluted. The Gram Sabha held a meeting and instructed the Gram Panchayat to clean it using development funds.
Which value is reflected through this activity?
(a) Misuse of public funds
(b) Collective responsibility and awareness
(c) Neglect of environmental problems
(d) Political interference

Q4. The Panchayat Samiti of a block decided to start a health awareness campaign across villages. Which function of the Panchayati Raj system does this activity represent?
(a) Developmental function
(b) Judicial function
(c) Cultural function
(d) Financial function

Q5. The Gram Panchayat of Bhavnipur wants to build a new primary school. Whom should they approach for financial approval and support?
(a) Gram Sabha
(b) Zila Parishad
(c) Panchayat Samiti
(d) Village Sarpanch only

Q6. Suppose the Gram Panchayat is not using funds properly and ignoring the needs of children in the village. What should the Gram Sabha do?
(a) Ignore the issue as it’s not their duty
(b) Dissolve the Panchayat immediately
(c) Report directly to the State Government
(d) Question and monitor the Panchayat’s actions during meetings

Q7. A	Panchayati Raj Institution	B	Function

1. Gram Panchayat	a. Approves development plans for the district		
2. Panchayat Samiti	b. Looks after development works in a group of villages		
3. Zila Parishad	c. Carries out local works like sanitation and water supply		
4. Gram Sabha	d. Supervises and questions the Panchayat		
Options:
(a) 1–c, 2–b, 3–a, 4–d
(b) 1–b, 2–c, 3–a, 4–d
(c) 1–d, 2–a, 3–b, 4–c
(d) 1–a, 2–b, 3–c, 4–d



📝 B. Subjective Questions (Unsolved)
Q1.
Explain how the Gram Sabha acts as a watchdog over the Gram Panchayat. Give one example.
Q2. 
Imagine you are a member of a Gram Sabha. What steps will you suggest to make your village “child-friendly”?
Q3. 
Ramesh noticed that the hand pump in his village is broken. Describe how the Panchayati Raj system can help solve this problem from Gram Sabha to Zila Parishad level.
Q4. 
Differentiate between the composition and functions of the Panchayat Samiti and Zila Parishad.
Q5.
Discuss how funds are used by Gram Panchayats for the welfare of villagers. Give two examples of developmental works.
Q6.
“Child-friendly Panchayats encourage children to participate in decision-making.”
Explain how such Panchayats can bring positive changes in rural communities.


